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CORONAVIRUS — INTRASTATE TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 

314. Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE to the minister representing the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the “Prohibition on Regional Travel Directions” issued by the State Emergency Coordinator yesterday, 
which came into force yesterday evening. 

(1) Why are police roadblocks being established within a region and not in proximity to a regional boundary 
such as the one established on the Brand Highway between the Shires of Gingin and Chittering? 

(2) Will the minister please advise the house of the location of all roadblocks that have been established or 
intend to be established, and confirm that each is within close proximity to the regional boundary as 
defined in the directions? 

(3) What is the test that will be applied by WA police under 4(e) of the directions to allow people to cross 
a boundary for grocery shopping, notwithstanding that limited supplies may be available locally? 

(4) Given government advice that people aged 70 and over should remain at home, can people cross a regional 
boundary to support elderly parents or grandparents to access basic services such as grocery shopping 
and to attend medical appointments; and, if so, under which provision of the direction would that travel 
be exempt? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The following answer has been provided to me by 
the Minister for Police. 

(1)–(4) The Western Australia Police Force has set up checkpoints and not roadblocks. The publication of 
checkpoint locations could lead to drivers attempting to avoid them by choosing back roads. A commonsense 
approach is being taken by the WA Police Force. These measures have been put in place to protect the 
community. The state government is providing detailed information to the public via its own website and 
a COVID-19 call centre is in the process of being established to assist the community in meeting its 
obligations under the current state of emergency. 
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